Short-term Vision Loss Following Whipple Surgery: A Case Report.
Occipital seizures may result in visual deficits and may be an ictal or postictal phenomenon. A 71-year-old woman underwent pancreatoduodenectomy (Whipple procedure). During recovery in the postanesthesia care unit, the patient complained of blindness. Upon transfer to the intensive care unit, an electroencephalogram indicated bilateral occipital and hemispheric seizure activity. The patient was treated with antiseizure medication, and vision normalized within 3 days. Subtherapeutic concentration of free phenytoin was confirmed. Our experience suggests that electroencephalogram evaluation should be considered in the workup of postoperative patients who present with acute-onset blindness and in whom the cause remains ambiguous even in the absence of obvious clinical signs of seizures.